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New Innovators in Marine and Maritime,

Great South West
Applicant Briefing

» This briefing will be recorded. A copy of the slides and the recording link
will be made available on IFS.

= Please enter any questions that you may have into the Q&A Box.

= For more information on the competition process, please click here to
access our YouTube channel.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to this applicant briefing for the xxxxx  competition

The recording and a PDF of the slides will be put up on IFS within 24 business hours.




https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrMOhOrmeR6lHztdYni0WGW0b9xneDxfJ

Welcome and
Introductions

Laura McCartney,

Competition Manager

Layla Burrows,
Innovation Lead
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My name is xxxx and I’m the Competition Manager for this competition here at Innovate UK. xxxx is the Innovation Lead for this particular competition



Agenda

Key Dates

Competition Summary & Scope
Eligibility Criteria

Innovation Funding Service (IFS)
Funding Rules

Assessment

Use of Al

Additional Support
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the Agenda for today’s briefing.

We will look at the key dates for this competition. We’ll go through the Competition Summary and Scope, the Eligibility Criteria, how to start an application on the Innovation Funding Service (IFS), the funding rules for this competition and some information about assessment and additional support.
We will end with some useful links and a Q&A, so please place any questions that you may have into the Q&A Box as we go through the Briefing.



Key Dates

Competition Opens 2" June 2025
Submission Deadline 2nd July 2025 at 11am
Applicants informed 29t July 2025 by 5pm

Start from 15t October 2025 and end by

Project start and end dates 31+ May 2026
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Presentation Notes
Before we begin, these are the key dates to bear in mind for this competition. The competition will open on the xxxxxx and will close on the xxxxxat 11am. It is important to note this deadline because IFS will automatically close at this time and applications can no longer be submitted. Please don’t leave your submission to the last minute, and contact customer support well in advance of the deadline if you experience any difficulties with submitting your application so that we can assist you in good time.

We will inform you of whether or not you have been successful in the competition on xxxxx by 5pm.

If successful, you will then move into project setup, which takes around 90 days, meaning you should start your project by xxxxx 2025. The hard stop date for ending your project is xxxxx 2025


Competition
Summary & Scope
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I will now hand over to XXXX to talk about the scope of this competition.


Our objectives for Launchpads

* In partnership with Cornwall Council, Plymouth City Council and Dorset
Council, we are tailoring our national funding products to their priority in marine
and maritime technologies.

* The aim of this competition is to support ambitious UK registered micro and
small businesses to develop highly innovative ideas that have a clear route to
commercialisation and business growth.

* Your project must use the funding to help to grow your innovation activities in
the marine and maritime cluster in the Great South West, both during and after
the project.
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Summary and Scope

The aim of this competition is to provide a package of targeted support to enable ambitious UK
registered micro and small businesses to develop affordable, adoptable and investable
innovations in the marine and maritime cluster in the Great South West.

Your project must grow your innovation activities in the marine and maritime cluster in the Great
South West, both during and after your project.

This could be demonstrated by:

 your local innovation activities during and after your project

» the value that your innovation activities create in the cluster

* your engagement with other innovation active organisations in the cluster, such as with
Maritime UK South West, this Launchpad’s cluster management organisation

For this competition, the Great South West consists of Cornwall and Isles of Scilly, Devon,
Somerset and Dorset.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[IL to give summary of competition before talking about the Scope]


Scope, continued.

Your application may be considered ineligible if you do not describe clearly how
your main project activities and work packages meet the scope of this
competition. This includes the main project activities of any subcontractors. If you
do not describe clearly how your activities in the cluster will continue after your
project, then you are unlikely to be offered funding in this competition.

Your project must focus on one or more of the following:
= marine autonomy

= clean maritime
= digital ocean technologies
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Themes

Your project can focus on one or more of the following theme areas:

= Monitoring and autonomy - developing or using disruptive technologies to replace traditional ship-
based alternatives for equipment inspection and other marine monitoring operations and enhance safety
of the seas, such as in the offshore renewable energy industry.

= Clean maritime - transitioning to alternative fuel powered vessels using energy from low or zero
emission sources or highly efficient batteries, also integrating ports into a decarbonised energy network
and supplying the fuels of the future.

= Digital ocean technology - advancing sensor and communication technology and their connectedness
and interoperability, to enhance our understanding of the ocean and the impacts from offshore
operations, including in aquaculture and the emerging ocean economy.

This list is not exhaustive. Where you can show your proposal fits within the scope of this competition you
can focus on other themes.
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New Innovators
Programme
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Presentation Notes
I will now hand over to Tom who will go through the scope.


New Innovators is only for micro & small companies
that have not previously received Innovate UK
funding.

The award will cover between £25k to £50K for between 3 and 6 months work to help you:

develop both your idea and your business

create a new revenue stream

evidence and enable your market, funding and commercialisation plans
show what'’s feasible, helping you decide whether to pursue your idea further
catalyse further innovation on your path to commercial success

respond to changing market conditions

70% of the grant will be paid up front to cover cash flow and help you make a quick start on developing
your innovation and business. A further 20% may be paid in arrears if the advance payment has been
evidenced after Quarter 1. 10% is retained until all final deliverables have been approved.
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In your application you need to demonstrate to us
that you:

have a great idea (The ldea, question 9)

need public funding (Impact and Added Value, question 10)

have the capability to deliver the project (Business Resources and Capabilities, question 11)
will deliver the project (Workplan and Costs, question 12)

We also ask an important unscored question around your funding plans for the company that
can support the success of the project (question 8).

Your idea must focus on how new technology can enable affordable, adoptable and investable
innovation in the clusters.
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Eligibility criteria
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Presentation Notes
Now I’m going to talk about the eligibility criteria for the competition.



Eligibility Criteria — Your Project

Your project must:

= have total project costs and a total grant funding request of between £25,000 and
£50,000

= have total project costs that equal your grant funding request

= |ast between 3 and 6 months

= carry out all of its project work in the UK

= intend to exploit the results from or in the UK

= start from 15t October 2025

= end by 315t May 2026

If you have below £25,000 or exceed the total project costs of £50,000 you will be ineligible and your
application will not be sent for assessment. If your grant funding request does not equal your total
project costs, you will be ineligible and your application will not be sent for assessment.

You will be made ineligible if you exceed the Minimal Financial Assistance limit. You must submit a
complete declaration as part of your application.
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Presentation Notes
Your project must: [READ FROM SLIDE}
Projects must always start on the first of the month, even if this is a non-working day, and this must be stated within your application. 



Eligibility Criteria — Lead Organisation

Lead organisation:
To lead a project your organisation must:
= be a UK registered micro or small business

If your business has been funded directly by Innovate UK previously, you are not eligible to apply for this
competition. If however you have received funding directly from Innovate UK Business Growth (previously
Innovate UK EDGE) or a Catapult scheme, you are still eligible to apply for this competition.

Businesses with directors who have previously received a grant or Innovation Loan from Innovate UK as part
of a different company, are eligible to apply but will be considered on a case by case basis.

A business with a previous award to a parent or subsidiary would also be eligible to apply, but the parent
company must be classified as a micro or small business. Applications will be considered on a case by case

basis.
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Presentation Notes
To lead a project, your organisation must: [READ FROM SLIDE]


Eligibility Criteria — Subcontractors

Subcontractors
Subcontractors are allowed in this competition.

Subcontractors can be from anywhere in the UK and you must select them through your usual
procurement process.

If you use a non-UK subcontractor, you will be deemed ineligible.

All subcontractor costs must be justified and appropriate to the total eligible project costs.
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Presentation Notes
This can not have partners – single applicant only. 

We are allowing you to use UK only sub-contractors.

[Make clear any % limits if they are in your brief]


Eligibility Criteria — Number of applications

Number of applications

An eligible UK business can submit one application only. We will only award grant funding to one
project per business.
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Presentation Notes
In terms of number of applications, these are the rules: [READ FROM SLIDE]




Previously submitted applications

This competition does allow you to submit a previously submitted application.

Previously submitted application Not a Previously submitted application

A previously submitted application is an
application Innovate UK judges as not materially
different from one you have submitted before (but
it can be updated based on the assessors'

A brand-new application, project or idea that you
have not previously submitted into an Innovate UK
competition.

or
feedback).

A previously submitted or ineligible application which:
If you have previously submitted an application * has been updated based on assessor feedback
that reached our assessment stage, you can re- * and is materially different from the application
apply once more with the same proposal. submitted before

» and fits with the scope of this competition
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This competition does/does not allow you to submit a previously submitted application. *Summarise*

PLEASE be aware that addressing assessor feedback DOES NOT necessarily guarantee that the application will be funded.


If you have previously submitted an application that reached our assessment stage, you can
re-apply once more with the same proposal.

If there are minor differences to the proposal, but it is judged by us to be ‘not materially
different’, the same rule applies.

We will not award you New Innovator funding if you have:

e been previously funded by Innovate UK

Innovate
UK




Innovation Funding
Service (IFS)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we’ll look at how you start and complete your application in IFS.


5 GOV.UK Innovation Funding Service

:1=37.§ This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it.
o W o a p p y 4 Back

_ Please signin or create an account
The applicant must create an account:

Used this service before? New to this service?

Please sign into your Innovation Funding Service If you haven't used the new Innovation Funding Service
U K reg iste red busi nesses account. before you will need to create an account.

Use Companies House lookup as it speeds up our checks

Innovation Funding Service

by providing your company number. You are unable to enter Signin

this at a later date.

Email address

Please enter your email address.

Password
Please enter your password.

Show
i GOV.UK Innovation Funding Service
This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it. I . .
¥ Need help signing_in or creating an account?
< Back
My email and/or password isn't working
Create your account
Your organisation If you applied previously using the old service, you will need to create a new account.

Forgotten your password?

0 Your organisation must be UK based to receive funding from Innovate UK

Business

Find your organisation on Companies House
Enter your organisation name or registration number

Companies House search results

I n novate Select your organisation from the options below

NOMENSA LTD
U K 04214477 - Incorporated on 10 May 2001

13 Queen Square, Bristol, BS1 4NT



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To start an application on the Innovation Funding Service, you will need to create an account. 
 
You must ensure you enter IFS as the correct organisation type 
 
Businesses should use the Companies House look-up function so that we have your company number. 
 
If you are not companies house registered, you are still eligible to start an application, but if successful, you must register with Companies House and provide us with your registration number before your GOL can be issued. Failure to register could result in an offer of funding being withdrawn. This is because to be eligible as a UK registered business you must have a Companies House registration number. 
 
Other organisations will need to enter their information manually. (RO/Academics/Unis) 
 
Please note, a registration number that does not relate to a fully registered UK business will not be eligible to apply for funding, so for example FC or BR prefixes. Businesses registered in the Channel Islands, Isle of Man or Crown Dependencies are also not eligible for funding as a UK business. �
For further information please review our general guidance or reach out to our customer support team. 




Application Questions

Detailed guidance available on IFS

Application Form Word Count Appendlx inc. number of pages

Question 1 Applicant location (not scored)

Question 2 Minimal Financial Assistance declaration (not scored) 400 Yes - Mandatory

Question 3 Animal Testing (not scored) Multiple choice No

Question 4 Permits and licences (not scored) Multiple choice No

Question 5 Trusted Research and Innovation (not scored) 100 No

Question 6 Where did you hear about this competition Multiple choice No

Question 7 Your innovation area (not scored) Multiple choice No
Describe the funding plans for the company to

Question 8 support the success of the project? (not scored, but 400 No
will be used to assess financial viability)

Question 9 The idea (out of 25) 600 No

Question 10 Impact and added value (out of 25) 600 No

Question 11 Business resources and capabilities (out of 25) 600 No

Question 12 Work packages and costs (out of 25) 600 No

Innovate
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Presentation Notes
You’ll be asked a series of unscored questions initially, giving the details of your team and summary of your project.
Then you will come to the main application questions.  For this comp we have XX scored questions.

Please take note of all the guidance given within each question, whether or not you can upload an appendix in support of your answer, and if so, how many pages this appendix should be. All guidance is in IFS. 


Project Impact questions

= You will need to complete the Project Impact questions
within the ‘Supporting information’ section

= The Project Impact questions ask for data about your
business and innovation and its contribution to the UK
economy, society, and the environment

= Visit the Project Impact guidance page for more
information, the types of questions you will be asked
and how to get further support

= By providing this data, you are enabling us to better
understand the impact of our support. It will help us

identify success stories and provide evidence to For more information:
government and the public of the value of supporting = Watch Our Impact Management

innovative businesses Framework video

= How is the Project Impact data

collected? video
Innovate
UK
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Presentation Notes
Each organisation in your application will be asked to complete a project impact questionnaire. These questions help Innovate UK to measure the impact our support has on organisations, businesses and individuals. The Project Impact questions are not scored and do not form any part of the assessment of your application. However, you will not be able to submit your application until you complete this, so please take a look early on in your application.
More information regarding Project Impact can be found on our website or by following the links provided in this slide.

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/project-impact-guidance/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhgZdxNFtfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhgZdxNFtfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytIOW4iLU0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytIOW4iLU0U

Your Project Cost Categories
View our Application Finances Instructional Video

4 @ N N B N ©) )
- //W /kUUDD/k \\ﬂ‘)ﬂ /\(&&\%l

Labour Overheads Materials Capital Usage

4 N N )
(&)

7 N o o OOO
&@':'@/&7/%&/& Y,

JER— Subcontractors Travel & Other
% UK Subsistence



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are the Categories that you will be asked to split out your project costs into, in the Finance section of the application. The Application Finances Video will provide further instructions on how to complete each of these sections, including how academics include their finances. There is also guidance within each category on IFS.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00-EiwiyS2w&list=PLrMOhOrmeR6lHztdYni0WGW0b9xneDxfJ&index=3

Your project finances

Finances

Your organisation is required to submit its project finances. Your organisation's project costs can be seenin the

'Finances overview'.

Your project finances

Finances overview

# Incomplete

# Incomplete

Finances

€ Only members from your organisation will be able to see a breakdown of your finances.

Please complete your project finances.

Your project costs

Your project location

Your organisation

Your funding

# Incomplete

# Incomplete

# Incomplete

# Incomplete

Innovate
UK

Your project costs
Add your project costs by category — refer to
previous slide for link to instructional video

Your project location
Enter postcode for where most of the project
work will take place.

Your organisation
Add details of your organisation including size,
turnover and number of employees

Your funding
Include your funding level percentage
according to the competition’s funding rules.

You can declare Other Public Sector Funding
here if you have previously received public
money for exactly the same activities


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In your project finances there are four categories and each organisation within an application must complete their own finance information.

Your project costs – this is where you add in your costs by category.

Your project location – this is where you enter the postcode for where most of the project work will take place.

Your organisation – Please add the details of your organisation, including size, turnover and number of employees, as is applicable. The size that a business declares here, along with any research category if applicable, is what IFS will use to calculate your funding level.

Your funding – here you must indicate if you are requesting grant funding with a yes or no, and declare any funding that you have received previously, for the exact same project activities – as you cannot receive public funding for the same activities twice.


Checking your finances are complete

Finances summary

These organisations have not marked their finances as complete:

e Ludlow
A -+ EGGS
This application cannot be submitted until all items in the finances section have been marked as complete
by all partners.
Contribution Other public
Funding Funding to project sector funding
Totalcosts (E) level(%) sought(£) (£) (£)
Empire Ltd v 200,903 30.00 57,803 140,632 2,468
Lead organisation
Ludlow A 200,903 30.00 57,803 140,632 2,468
Partner
EGGS A 990 100.00 990 0 0
Partner
Total A £402,796 116,596 281,264 4,936
Innovate
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Check your finances have been
correctly inputted, with the correct
costs, funding level % and funding
sought figure, as per the eligibility
criteria of the competition.

*IFS DOES NOT VALIDATE
TOTAL PROJECT COSTS


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As the lead applicant, you must check your finances are complete and correct. Your total costs and funding request must be in accordance with the competition’s eligibility criteria. Be careful to note the difference between the cost of your project and the amount of grant you are requesting.

 All finances must be included in the application before you can submit. 



*REMOVE THE BELOW SENTENCE ON SLIDE IF ELIGIBILITY IS ONLY ON GRANT REQUEST*    
IFS does not validate project costs – it is your responsibility to ensure all costs are within the eligible parameters as stated in the eligibility section of the competition brief.


Terms and Conditions

Before you can submit your application, "

Terms and conditions
YOU mUSt agl’ee tO the dl’aft tel’mS and You must agree to these before you submit your application.
conditions for this competition. Please
ensure you share the T&Cs with your
legal team at the earliest possible

Opportunity. = _Print your application

Award terms and conditions # Incomplete

& | lagreetothe fullterms and conditions set out by the funding authority. | understand | need to agree to the
final contract if my application is successful.

Agree and continue

Innovate
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Presentation Notes
Before you can submit your application, ALL organisations within an application must agree to the terms and conditions. IFS will not let you submit if this is outstanding.

*PROCUREMENT ONLY*
Before you can submit your application you must agree to the draft terms and conditions for this procurement competition. They will differ from any you have agreed to before. If you are successful in your application you must sign a final contract with the funding authority which may include additional details agreed between you and the funding authority.


Submitting your application

Customer Support can help resolve any issues you might have when
submitting but only if they are contacted before the deadline.

Once the deadline has passed, your application cannot be submitted.

1713: Net Zero Pre-Commercialisation Support Fund

1838: Environmental Monitoring Innovation

1841: Creative Catalyst 2024

1851: Innovate UK Smart grants: January 2024

1854: UK-Switzerland CR&D Round 2

1864: Feasibility studies for Al solutions: Series 2

1861: Future Leaders Fellowships: round 9, business and non-academic
1880: Resource-efficient or bio-based materials and manufacturing, FS 2
1904: Design Foundations Round 5

1905: DCMS Create Growth Programme Competition 3

1907: Innovate UK Smart grants: April 2024

1918: Ofgem Round 4: Call for Ideas

1929: New Innovators in digital technology, North East England

1894: Women in Innovation Award 2024/25

o
iy
o
o
N
o
o
w
o
o

400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000
== within_time == l|ast_minute
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We want to stress how important it is for you to submit your application as early as possible.  

Customer Support can help resolve any issues you might have when submitting, but only if they are contacted in good time BEFORE the deadline.

The lead carries the responsibility of ensuring that all sections have been completed and accepted T&C’s.

This chart shows some of our recent competitions.  The red bar denotes all submissions in the last three hours before closing.
We don’t allow extensions so if you leave it too late and then experience technical issues, we may not be able to help you in time and you won’t be able to submit.




Pros & Cons of using Al to support you

With the advances in Al technology, it is only natural to use technology to support you in applying to
our competitions. Whilst we don’t recommend or advise against it, we would like to make you aware
of the following which could potentially impact your project.

Pros Cons
= Removes barriers for people with disabilities and = [tis not always accurate in its assumptions and can
non-English speakers get things wrong

= Allows you to rephrase your content to meet the Al learns from the information you give it as well as
word count in a question what it has already learnt

May provide a generic response meaning your
application could use similar phrasing to others

= Ensures all aspects of a question are answered

= Can aid a better understanding of:

= Al can be detected as non-human as it lacks
expression and insight because it relies on logic to
summarise information based on the question asked

« intended/wider market
» best practice in project management

« complementary technologies and advances
in the industry

Whilst Al offers many benefits, it is important you are aware that
you are potentially sharing your idea with the world, so be

careful what you share as you have no control over how it is
% {;‘&‘Wate shared on once you do.

* expected project impacts



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When preparing your application, it is important that I share with you some things you should consider if planning to use AI to support you.

Innovate UK does not endorse or oppose the use of AI technology, however we are seeing an increase in the use of AI in applications.  

It is necessary that you do your own research as to whether this is the right tool for you and consider the pros and cons of using this technology. If you do use it, Innovate UK does not accept any responsibility for any impact on your idea.

Whilst AI offers many benefits, it is important that you are aware that you are potentially sharing your idea with the world.  




undin
ules
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’m now going to mention some funding rules and how your grant would be awarded, should you be successful.



Article 10 of the Windsor Framework

The EU and the UK formally adopted the Windsor Framework on 24 March 2023.

The Windsor Framework replaces the Northern Ireland Protocol, providing a new legal and UK constitutional
framework.

Article 10 provides that European Union State aid rules will continue to apply to the UK in respect of measures
which affect trade in goods or the electricity market between Northern Ireland and the EU.

Article 10 does not directly apply to subsidies for services and such subsidies will need to comply with the UK’s

subsidy control regime.

Financial viability and eligibility
Innovate UK is unable to award funding to organisations that are considered to be in financial difficulty. All applicant
organisations are subjected to financial viability and eligibility checks to ensure they are suitable for public funding.

General quidance on Subsidy control (and State aid where relevant).

Innovate
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you are an applicant who is conducting activities that will affect the trade of goods and/or electricity between Northern Ireland and the EU, as envisaged by Article 10 of the Windsor Framework, then your grant would be awarded under European Commission State aid rules. 

If you are unsure of whether you are eligible to receive state aid, please seek legal advice or further information is available on our website. You can also contact our customer support services team if you have any questions.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uks-international-obligations-on-subsidy-control-guidance-for-public-authorities/guidance-on-the-scope-and-application-of-article-10-of-the-windsor-framework
https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/general-guidance/funding-rules/#:%7E:text=The%20support%20we%20provide%20is,government%20or%20a%20public%20body

Minimal Financial Assistance (previously
Special Drawing Rights) or De Minimis

Grant funding in this competition is awarded as minimal financial assistance (MFA). This allows public bodies
to award up to £315,000 to an enterprise in a 3-year rolling financial period.

To establish your eligibility, we need to check that our support added to the amount you have previously
received does not exceed the limit of £315,000 in the ‘applicable period'.

The applicable period is made up of:
(a) the elapsed part of the current financial year
(b) the two financial years immediately preceding the current financial year

In your application, you will be asked to declare previous funding received by you.
This will form part of the financial checks ahead of Innovate UK making a formal grant offer.

EU Commission rules now only apply in limited circumstances. Find out more about the De Minimis regulation.

Innovate
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Presentation Notes
Part of the Subsidy Control Act is the Minimal Financial Assistance funding mechanism, previously referred to as Special Drawing Rights (or SDR) or under European Commission State Aid rules known as de minimis. 
Some competitions with smaller amounts of funding are run under this mechanism, like this one.
MFA allows enterprises to receive up to £315,000 in a rolling 3-year financial period. And to receive any money as MFA you have to declare any prior funding given to you under MFA, SDR or de minimis within the applicable period – which is the elapsed part of this financial year and the previous two. 
Any competition run under MFA will include a declaration form as part of the application questions. 
In limited circumstances, your funding may be classed as De minimis rather than MFA. Please refer to our general guidance for more information on this.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2831/oj

Grant requested

Finances
Close all

Finances summary —
The finances of all project partners are included in this summary.

Contribution Other public
Funding Funding to project sector funding

Totalco £) level(%) sought(£) (£) (£)
£30,000 100.00 £30,000 0 0
QOrganisation

= Your Total costs and Funding sought figures must be between £25,000 and £50,000 and must match.

= You must request 100% funding To note: some applicants may need to adjust this figure as they may have
reached their MFA limit

= |FS will not correct you if your Funding level is less than 100% or your costs and grant request don’t match

Innovate
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In MFA competitions you can claim 100% funding of your total project costs.
For this competition, your Total costs and Funding sought figures must be between £x and £x **and must match.** as highlighted on the slide.

Some applicants may need to adjust their funding level percentage if they have reached their MFA limit.

IFS will not correct you if your Funding level is less than 100% *or your costs and grant request don’t match*



Grant requested

Untitled application

Your funding = This is where you place
your funding level
Are you requesting funding? percentage figure
® v
Selecta funding level - | - | | = MFA projects can be
rljon:mn‘ur;yﬁ_ can enter is 100%. based on this competition®s rules (opens in a new window). funded at 1 OOOA) Of COStS

O) ne

Finances

Close all
Finances summary —
inances of all project partners are included in this summary.
Contribution Other public
Funding Funding to project sector funding
Totalcosts(E) leusliss sought (£) (E) (E)
£30,000 £30,000 0 0

Organisation

Innovate
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For MFA competitions, the funding level percentage can / must be **100%**.  The screenshot shows where you enter this figure.

The only exception is, as mentioned previously, if you are close to your MFA limit.



Minimal Financial Assistance (MFA)
Declaration Form

Declaration statement DECLARATION:
I believe that the facts stated in this Declaration are true. | understand that legal proceedings for false
and inaccurate declarations may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false
I confirm that | have not received any funding in the applicable period as defined above. {Please check D statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth.
the box if applicable and move to Recipient Acknowledgments.)
Company
Applicant Name
or Signature
Date
I confirm that | have received the following funding in the applicable period as defined above. (Please
check the box if applicable and complete the table below.) D False declarations will result in withdrawal of the offer made by the Authority. If an award is made to
you based on false information, the Authority has the right to recover funding in full.
A B C D
Body who provided the | Funding Amount Funding Amount received in Date
funding received in GBP Euros awarded
{Who awarded you the {only use this column to declare
funding?) your conversion of the De

minimis funding you previously
received in euros)
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As part of your application, in question X, you will be asked to complete a Minimal Financial Assistance declaration form. You are legally obliged to complete this. This is just a quick overview of the 3 crucial parts of that form. The form will be a template that you will need to download from the question in IFS, complete, and then upload back into the question as a PDF. 
First, you need to tick a box to confirm if you have or have not received any MFA (previously referred to as Special Drawing Rights) or de minimis funding in the applicable period, which I’ve explained but is also defined on the form.
If you tick yes, you will need to provide the relevant information in the grid (shown at the bottom) – which organisation or public body awarded you the funding; how much did you receive in pounds. If you received de minimis funding in Euros then please use the conversion calculator link within the form and state the amount in pounds in the third column instead, and then add the date you were awarded this money. You shouldn’t need to complete both columns B AND C.
Finally, and very importantly, you need to sign the form – see the declaration top right. Type in your organisation name and own name, and add a signature either as an image or typed in, and the date. The form will not be acceptable if you miss any of these steps out.



Assessment

An assessor will score Questions 9 to 12. We want to fund a variety of projects across different
categories. We call this a portfolio approach.

We reserve the right to prioritise projects that:

1 demonstrate more innovation activity or value creation in the cluster or outside the Greater South
East of England, during and after the project

1 demonstrate more engagement in the innovation cluster, during and after the project

1 demonstrate closer alignment to this competition’s scope and specific themes

You will then receive an email notification to offer grant funding or to inform you that your application
has been unsuccessful on this occasion.

You will not receive any feedback on your application following assessment, whether successful or

unsuccessful in receiving grant funding
Innovate
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You will receive a notification explaining next steps if you pass the technical assessment where you will proceed to project setup in IFS. All eight steps are detailed in your notification which you must complete within a maximum of 90 calendar days. Please be patient during this stage – assigning MSPs and getting finance checks completed can take several weeks.

Please ensure that you share the T&Cs with your legal team at the earliest possible opportunity. Once notified, you will have 30 calendar days to do this. 

The final step will be to sign and return your grant offer letter. We must first approve it, and then you will get a GO LIVE email, confirming you can start your project.

Your project will always have a start date of the first of the month and you can only claim for costs incurred and paid for after your project has started.



Project setup

If you pass the technical assessment, you will have a further eight steps detailed in your notification to
complete in Project Setup before being able to start your project.

These are:

= Project details

= Project team

= Documents

= You will be allocated a Monitoring Service Provider (MSP)
= Bank details

= Finance checks

= Spend profile

= Grant Offer Letter

Please share the T&Cs with your legal team at the earliest possible opportunity to avoid any delays.

You are expected to complete all the steps above within 60 calendar days of receiving your
notification. Failure to do so may result in funding being withdrawn.

Work can only commence on your project once you have received your Go Live email.
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You will receive a notification explaining next steps if you pass the technical assessment where you will proceed to project setup in IFS. All eight steps are detailed in your notification which you must complete within a maximum of 90 calendar days. Please be patient during this stage – assigning MSPs and getting finance checks completed can take several weeks.

Please ensure that you share the T&Cs with your legal team at the earliest possible opportunity. Once notified, you will have 30 calendar days to do this. 

The final step will be to sign and return your grant offer letter. We must first approve it, and then you will get a GO LIVE email, confirming you can start your project.

Your project will always have a start date of the first of the month and you can only claim for costs incurred and paid for after your project has started.



Additional Support
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Before we end, I just want to touch on our partners, Business Growth.


Innovate UK Business Growth

https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/business-growth/

Innovate UK Business Growth (previously Innovate UK EDGE) is a key part of the UK innovation agency’s deep investment
in the pioneering businesses that drive economic growth. It is a publicly-funded service available to all high potential small
to medium sized innovation-driven companies, including Innovate UK grant winners.

Exploit Innovation:
Grow your business by protecting your IP, improving innovation management and accessing the innovation ecosystem
globally through us.

Source funding:
Grow and scale your business by accessing the right finance and funding for you and becoming investment ready.

Enter new markets:
Helping you to make connections and leverage insights to expand into vertical and international markets and achieve
scaling ambitions.

Ready to scale?
The Innovate UK Scaleup Programme helps the highest potential businesses realise their ambitions.

Innovate
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If you are a small to medium sized business and a successful applicant, you will be contacted by the Innovate UK Business Growth team about working with an Innovation & Growth Specialist. These specialists focus on helping you to grow your business by accessing the right finance and funding, facilitating connections, protecting your IP and access to many other tools to help you scale up and access the global market.

More information about the good work that the Business Growth undertake with our SME community can be found via the link.



https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/business-growth/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/

Useful Information

= UKRI's General Guidance

= |nnovate UK Business Connect’'s Good Application Guide
=  Who we fund

= Collaboration Agreement Guidance: Lambert Toolkit

= |nnovate UK: Shaping the Future

Funding opportunities

To find out more about the competitions currently available you can visit either the Innovation Funding Service (IFS) or
the funding finder on the UKRI website. Through these links, you can review the competitions available and decide which
ones may be right for you.

You can sign up to our newsletter to receive all the latest information on our competitions straight to your inbox
or register for email alerts to get page updates from Innovate UK.

The government also offers other opportunities for businesses to get finance and support.

Innovate UK reserves the rights to host competitions on a needs basis and will adjust each competition criteria and scope
accordingly. We may occasionally run closed competitions that are for invited applicants only. These are run based on the
challenge requirement or need.

Innovate
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And here we have some useful links to help and provide support to you during the application process and beyond.

We highly recommend that you read our General Guidance and check out Business Connect’s Good Application Guide.

If you need some help with pulling together your Collaboration Agreement, then please do check out the Lambert Toolkit. We cannot otherwise advise you on how to put this together.

We have also provided some other useful links to keep you updated and in touch with all of the opportunities that are available.

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/general-guidance/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiuk.ktn-uk.org%2Finvestment%2Fgood-application-guide%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Selwood%40iuk.ukri.org%7C80f445aa55ba4f32e29e08dc8f88d6b6%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C638543065082254948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iHAdGjG1s4WWzX1D5lRXYUtQ2o3XRTkuivYYiAStd9k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/who-we-fund/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/university-and-business-collaboration-agreements-lambert-toolkit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U3WC6eWOo8%20is%20Shaping%20the%20Future
https://www.gov.uk/apply-funding-innovation
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/
http://info.innovateuk.org/InnovateUKemailsignupISCF-adaptive
https://ukri.innovateuk.org/subscriptionpage?s=innovateuk
https://www.gov.uk/business-finance-support

We’'d love your feedback

We’re considering a change to the applicant briefing process for our competitions.

Please let us have your feedback on this briefing.

FEEDBACK SURVEY
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We’d like to make some changes to our applicant briefing and would welcome your feedback on the briefing today

At present, we provide a presentation that covers the application system (Innovation Funding Service), the scope and eligibility criteria all in one. 

We are proposing to split this up and have a pre-recorded session on the application system (IFS) readily available on the competition pages, with the live session being on scope and eligibility only. 

We would like to get your views on whether you believe this change will be beneficial. When the slides are circulated, please click the link on the slide to access the survey


https://engagementhub.ukri.org/iuk-external-customer-experience-team/applicant-briefing/

Contact

Customer Support Services
0300 321 4357 (Monday - Friday 9am-12pm and 2pm-5pm)
support@iuk.ukri.org

Innovate UK Innovate UK Innovate UK Business
ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk Business Growth
Connect www.iukbg.ukri.org

Iuk.ktn-uk.org
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While you are typing your questions I will leave this slide up which has some useful contact details. ……
[PAUSE]
While we wait to see if there are any more questions, I can remind you that this recording will be available on IFS along with a copy of the slides.
 
It looks like there are no more questions. 
Is there anything else you would like to add [name of IL]
 
Thank you for listening and we look forward to receiving your applications.


mailto:support@iuk.ukri.org
http://www.iukbg.ukri.org/
https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/
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